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Jane Close Conoley waited by the phone for 
Cal State University Chancellor Timothy P. 
White to call her on Wednesday at 1 p.m. When 
he didn’t call, she feared for the worst. 

“Tim [White] said that he would call me at 
about | p.m. [but] he didn’t call at 1 ... He called 
at 2:15 p.m.,” Conoley said. “When he called 
me and told me I got the [Cal State Long Beach 
president] job, I was speechless. I hadn’t let my- 
self believe that it was going to happen in that 
hour-and-fifteen-minute delay.” 

Conoley, who serves as the dean of the Ge- 
virtz Graduate School of Education at Univer- 
sity of California, Santa Barbara, said she was 
waiting with her husband when Cal State Uni- 
versity Chancellor Timothy P. White called later 
than expected to congratulate her on her new 
position. 


KIM PHAM CASE 

Media coverage 
is swaying public 
opinion 
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THE DIARY OF JANE 


Conoley reflects on the announcement that led to her presidential appointment. 


By Scott Bosco 
Assistant City Editor 


Conoley is set to take over as CSULB’s first 
female president in July. 

Conoley, who was born in New York City and 
raised in the Bronx, has two older brothers, Richard 
and Tom, and a fraternal twin sister named Joan. 

Growing up, Conoley said her mother, Ma- 
rie Close, stayed at home until she and her sis- 
ter started college. Her mother then became a 
bookkeeper at a Catholic high school in Harlem, 
N.Y. Her father, Thomas Close, never finished 
elementary school and worked for Con Edison, 
a New York electric company. 

From first grade through high school, Conol- 
ey attended Mount St. Ursula, an all-girls Catho- 


lic school. Following graduation, she enrolled at 
the College of New Rochelle in New York. 

“It seemed like going to another world be- 
cause we grew up with three other siblings in 
a five-story tenement building,’ Conoley said. 
“New Rochelle was very park-like at that time, 
so we thought we were in a great place.” 

While at New Rochelle, Conoley played basket- 
ball and earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology. 

“T don’t know if other students have this ex- 
perience when they are picking a major, but I 
didn’t really know the difference between soci- 
ology and psychology when I left high school to 
go to college,” she said. “I initially chose it for 
no good reason, but it has been a fabulous career 


for me.” 


See Conozey, Page 2 


49ers 
black out 
Fullerton 


Fans in the LBSU 
student section 
cheeer as the 49ers 
take down the Titans 
in a men’s basketball 
game Saturday. See 
story, page 8. 
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Tentative date set to begin 
CSULB community garden 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 


Assistant News Editor 


Support for Cal State Long 
Beach’s community garden is grow- 
ing. 

Associated Students Inc. Vice 
President Jonathon Bolin and senior 
engineering major Vincent Holguin 
held an open meeting Friday to dis- 
cuss the progress made on Grow 
Beach, Cal State Long Beach’s fu- 
ture community garden. 

Bolin and Holguin discussed their 


proposed business plan, including 
potential funding, the designated 
area of the garden and the overall 
outline of the project. 

“T think we’re at a point in society 
where. people want to know where 
their produce comes from,” Bolin 
said. “What you put into your body 
is one of the most important things, 
so you should know where it comes 
from.” 

Students were engaged through- 
out the meeting, as they proposed 
ideas ranging from using a drip sys- 
tem to water the garden, the size of 


See GARDEN, Page 3 
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CONOLEY 
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After she graduated from New Ro- 
chelle, Conoley continued her education 
at the University of Texas at Austin where 
she met her husband, Collie Conoley. 

“We actually met in a group therapy 
class,” she said. “He was a year ahead 
of me, but I got put in his group therapy 
classes, so we thought that was kind of a 
romantic way to start. We married as we 
were finishing graduate school together.” 

After graduate school, Conoley said 
she started working in higher education 
after an adviser asked her if she was in- 
terested in an academic job. 

She said that she wasn’t confident 
enough in her skills until she spoke with 
her adviser. 

“[The adviser] said a thing that may- 
be not many professors would like to 
hear, but it was actually quite motivat- 
ing to me. She said, ‘Don’t you think 
you know what they know now?’ I 
thought to myself again,” Conoley said, 
“{having] a new PhD and being quite 
arrogant about what I thought I knew, 
I said, “Well yeah sure I do.’ And I’ve 
never looked back from that.” 

After that point, Conoley started her 
career in higher education, a path that 
eventually led her to become CSULB’s 
seventh president. 

Conoley has worked at several uni- 
versities, including Texas Woman’s 
University, University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln, Texas A&M University and 
most recently, University of California, 
Santa Barbara. 


Courtesy of UCR 


Conoley served as the interim chancellor at UC Riverside from December 2012 to August 2013. 


It was at Nebraska where she was in- 
troduced to Joan Lietzel, who was the 
first senior vice chancellor at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska and later became 
president at University of New Hamp- 
shire. Lietzel was the first female higher 
administrator that Conoley met and 
would ultimately mentor Conoley in 
pursuing her career. 

“She was literally the first woman I 


have ever known who was in higher ad- 
ministration,” Conoley said. “That was 
really influential. I remember watching 
her very closely ... I would try to fol- 
low things she would do. When I was 
leaving Nebraska to take the dean’s job, 
I called her up and sought advice from 
her about the role, and she was so en- 
couraging.” 

Conoley then returned to Texas as 


dean of the College of Education and Hu- 
man Development at Texas A&M. There, 
Conoley learned to develop engagement 
between students and the campus. 

“T learned a lot going there, and ac- 
tually learned a lot about developing 
loyalty among [alumni], because [Texas 
A&M« is] unbelievably good’ at that,’ 
Conoley said. “So I’ve learned to watch 
how they worked to make the students 


feel connected and engage the university 
from the first day they step on campus.” 

Since she became dean, Conoley said 
fundraising has taken up almost half of 
her time. 

“What I’ve learned is that the best 
fundraiser has to really know the sto- 
ries ... It really taught me to know what 
student needs were and what faculty 
successes were, and I’ve carried that 
through,” she said. 

Conoley also has experience fund- 
raising in Washington D.C., where she 
advocated for research money with 
members of congress and different 
agencies. 

“That was probably my top job, 
which got me really involved in state 
politics,” Conoley said. “I liked doing 
that. It’s fun to try to craft a message 
that lets that congressional person know 
that they are going to be connected with 
a winning proposition.” 

During her eight months as interim 
chancellor at UCR, she gained a com- 
mitment of $15 million per year toward 
UCR’s medical school, so it could up- 
grade from a two-year program to a 
four-year one. She also increased mul- 
timillion-dollar endowments while at 
Texas A&M. 

Looking back over the years, she said 
that she never expected to reach this 
level. 

“T can’t really say that I had a plan to 
be a college president,” she said. “Then 
Tim White called me and said, ‘We have 
an opening here at CSU Long Beach.’ 
The fact that:he went to the trouble’ to 
call ... 1 thought it was an opportunity 
that I needed to explore.” 


Study says liberal arts majors fare better in job market than expected 


Study considered data 
from three million 
people between the 
ages of 21 and 65. 


By Rasiya HussAIn 
News Editor 


Liberal arts majors may face fewer chal- 
lenges in the workforce than many assume 
they would, according to a recent study. 

The study, titled “How Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Majors Fare in Employ- 
ment,’ found that contrary to popular 
belief, liberal arts majors are not gen- 
erally “underemployed or underpaid in 
the workforce.” 


The Association of American Colleges 


and Universities (AACU), which focuses ~ 


on the quality of undergraduate liberal 
education, and the National Center for 
Higher Education Management Systems 
(NCHEMS), a nonprofit that aims to im- 
prove strategic decision-making in higher 
education, published the study. 

Co-authors Debra Humphreys, 
AACU vice president for Policy and 
Public Engagement, and Patrick Kelly, a 
senior associate at NCHEMS, compiled 
education data for three million people 
between the ages of 21 and 65 from the 
U.S. Census data from 2010 and 2011. 
The authors also looked at salary data 
and eventual career paths. 

The results showed that when liberal 
arts degree holders reach their peak 
earning age, which occurs in their mid- 
50s, they tend to earn about $2,000 
more than their pre-professional and 


professional degree holding peers, such 


"as nursing or business majors. 


Liberal arts students can also earn 
higher salaries if they supplement their 
undergraduate degrees with an ad- 
vanced degree, according to the study. 
With a master’s degree, a liberal arts 
student can earn as much as $20,000 
more a year than a student who only has 
a bachelor’s degree. 

However, liberal arts students hold- 
ing master’s degrees still fall behind 
science, engineering and math majors, 
according to the study. Ka 

Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
David Wallace, who is a liberal arts grad- 
uate with a doctorate in rhetoric, said that 
for some students, money is not the most 
important factor when deciding a major. 

“Earnings potential is one thing that 
people think about when they’re choosing 
a college career, but another thing a lot of 


people think about, particularly people in 
the humanities is, ‘What’s a good match 
with my interests? What will I enjoy do- 
ing for the rest of my life, and how can I 
benefit society?” Wallace said. 

Junior social work major Diana 
Chavez said she agrees with Wallace. 
Chavez, who started as a biochemistry 
major at Cal State Long.Beach, said she 
chose her major based on her interests 
and not her potential income. 

“I like helping people, and I like 
changing people’s lives around,” 
Chavez said. “In the beginning, money 
was a big deal for me, but then in the 
long run I was like, ‘If I like it then it 
shouldn’t matter how much I get paid.’” 

The biggest misconception about lib- 
eral arts degrees, Wallace said, is that 
the scope of job opportunities is limited. 

“There are more job opportunities [for 
liberal arts students] than immediately 


meet the eye,” Wallace said. “Companies 
... are often looking for people who can 
help them miove’ their innovations for- 
ward. They’ve realized that having the 
next technological development doesn’t 
do a whole lot of good unless you have 
somebody who can help you turn that 
technological innovation into something 
that people can understand.” 

Wallace said he advises liberal arts 
students who want to make their de- 
grees more marketable to pursue ad- 
vanced degrees after completing their 
undergraduate studies. 

In addition to pursuing a master’s 
degree, Wallace said he also advises 
students to take on internships before 
entering the job market. 

“The path you’re imagining ... toa 
high paying job is likely to have an extra 
step in it, but that doesn’t mean that it’s 
not the right thing to do,” Wallace said. 


TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 

great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 
fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom experience. This is the basis 


for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 


$260-$450 (Materials Included) 
REPEAT FOR FREE 


Programs Offered By: 
California State University Long Beach 
Continuing and Professional Education 
562-985-5561 « www.ccpe.csulb.edu 


BTPS TESTING 
800-426-2769 ¢ www.btpstesting.com 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)"A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student 1D must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


$99 SPECIAL 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


INCLUDES: 
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OR 
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OR 
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The proposed garden will replace the sand volleyball courts next to the Housing and Residential Life building. 


GARDEN 


Continued from Page | 


garden plots and the overall layout of 
the community garden. 

During the meeting, Bolin said uni- 
versity officials approved the commu- 
nity garden for only two years because 
they weren’t sure how successful the 
project would turn out. 

“They’re not agreeing to have it for- 
ever,” Bolin said. “They’re agreeing to 
let us have it for two years, and at that 
point, evaluate it, discuss it and see 
what they could do with it.” 

With the community garden still in 
its early stages, Holguin also mentioned 
the idea of potentially using a solar pan- 
el irrigation system. 

“We're ... proposing a project [for] 


having our water tank be a residual in- 
come with the small fee we charge our 
students to [water our garden],” Holguin 
said. “So we could also power lights at 
night, but we’re just playing with ideas.” 

Treasurer for the Students for Sus- 


- tainable Health Club Keith Roberts said 


he was impressed by the amount of sup- 
port the project received during Week 
of Welcome. 

“Last semester at Week of Welcome, 
we had a good team of people,” Roberts 
said. “But these past two days, we got 
over 75 people signed up who were re- 
ally interested, and it’s awesome to see 
some people here who were at the table.” 

Bolin also said that more than just 
students are interested in the garden, 
as some professors and 49er Shops have 
expressed interest in claiming a plot. 


... teaches a course [where] the class 
plants vegetables,” Bolin said. “They 
grow them, harvest it, cook them and 
eat it. She’s one of the first people I went 
to and said, ‘If I build a community 
garden, can your class use it?’ And she 
said, ‘Hell yeah, we could.’” 

Bolin and Holguin said the project has 
already been granted $1,000 from the 
California State Student Association, and 
they are now looking toward alumni and 
Lowes or Home Depot for more support. 

With about 30 students and professors 
in attendance, Bolin said he was impressed 
by the number of people who showed up. 

“For people to show up on a Friday at 
11 a.m., I was surprised by the turnout,” 
Bolin said. “But I wasn’t surprised by 
the energy — a lot of people want this.” 

The tentative date to begin building 
the garden is set for April 26. 
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CSULB 
holds its first 
Cash for 
College 
workshop 


By JASMINE WINDSOR 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach held its first 
Cash for College workshop Satur- 
day, hosting informational sessions 
for groups of teens and parents that 
helped clarify the process of applying 
for financial aid. 

The California Student Oppor- 
tunity and Access Program (SOAP) 
hosted the workshop in the University 
Student Union ballrooms. 

Nicole Jackson, director of the 
Long Beach Counsel, discussed Pell 
Grants, Cal Grants, how to file for 
the Federal Application for Student 
Aid (FAFSA), student loans, and the 


new Middle Class Scholarship, which 


provides aid to families who earn up 
to $150,000 annually. For those who 
qualify, the scholarship covers up to 
40 percent of state fees. 
Anna Szczubelek, a University of 
Southern California graduate student, 
has worked with SOAP since January 
2014. She said Jackson does a thor- 
ough job of explaining everything that 


attendees need to know. 

“Dr. Jackson goes over everything,” 
Szczubelek said. “She guides families 
through the loopholes and knows a lot 
about grants.” 

After the presentation, families 
were encouraged to visit the computer 
lab in the College of Business Admin- 
istration to start their FASFA applica- 
tions. 

Assemblymember Bonnie Lowen- 
thal (D-Long Beach) was also present 
at the event. She thanked attendees 
for coming and spoke about her own 
experiences with paying for higher 
education. 

“I remember so well my parents’ 
dreams for me of going to college,” 
she told members of the audience. “I 
was the youngest of five. [My parents] 
never had that opportunity, they were 
immigrants.” 

Ariadna Flores, a recent Long 
Beach Polytechnic High School grad- 
uate, said the event helped clarify the 
financial aid process. 

“[It] was very effective, and it an- 
swered a lot of my questions,” Flores 
said. 

CSULB alumna Edith Cuevas also 
said the workshop raised awareness of 
certain financial programs to attend- 
ees. 

“[Many] people are unaware of 
these resources,” Cuevas said. 

Ruth Rodriguez, director of the 
Boys and Girls Club in Lincoln 
Heights, brought a group of teenagers 
to the event. She said the presentation 
helped parents in attendance to under- 
stand the “nitty-gritty of applying for 
financial aid.” 

Attendees were also offered a 
chance to win a $1,000 scholarship 
from SOAP for filling out a survey. 


“[CSULB professor] Libby Gustin 


ASSOCIATED STUDENTS INC. FEE 


VOTER PAMPHLET AND SAMPLE BALLOT 


VOTER INFORMATION 
‘The Associated Students, Incorporated (ASI) has requested 


that the university's Student Fee Advisory Committee 
conduct a referendum to provide additional support for 

ASI programs and services by increasing the Associated 
Students fee. The amount of the requested fee increase is 
$16 per semester ($12 in the summer) effective fall 2014. 
Additionally, to address inflationary concerns, the ASI is 
requesting the ASI fee be subject to adjustment every three 
years from the date of the referendum’s passage by an amount 
not to exceed the corresponding increase or decrease in the 
Consumer Price Index for the Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange 
County area. All such adjustments would be subject to 
authorization by the Student Fee Advisory Committee, with 
the first adjustment being implemented in fall 2017. The 

fee referendum will be conducted as an online election on 


Wednesday, February 26 and Thursday, February 27, 2014. 


BACKGROUND 


The Associated Students fee has not been increased since 
fall 2000. In the years since then, the cost of operating ASI’s 
various programs and services has increased by over 44% 
with no corresponding increase in the fee amount. In order 
to keep offering programs and services, ASI has had to freeze 
employee wages, refrain from replacing outdated property 
and equipment, postpone the maintenance and upgrade of 
ASI-operated facilities such as the Isabel Patterson Child 
Development Center and the Soroptimist House, and hold 
off on establishing any new programs or services that students 
have been requesting, such as a 24-hour study center, major 
concerts and large-scale entertainment programs, and 
additional scholarships. 

With the upcoming increase in the California minimum 
wage and the need to address the deteriorating condition of 
AS] facilities, ASI is faced with the possibility of having to 
decrease the amount of funds awarded to student clubs and 
organizations, discontinue the funding of scholarships, and 
possibly eliminate certain programs or services. 

Due to these challenging financial circumstances, the 
Associated Students, Incorporated is proposing that the 
Student Fee Advisory Committee conduct this referendum, 
allowing students to vote on increasing the Associated 
Students fee. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


ARGUMENT FOR A FEE INCREASE 


¢With a $16 fee increase, CSULB will still be among the 
lowest in ASI fees of any public, four-year institution in 
the State of California. 


°The $16 fee increase will allow ASI to provide new 
programs and services such as a 24-hour study center, a 
major concert, other large-scale entertainment programs, 
study abroad grants, and/or research grants. 


eASI has delayed many projects due to a 36% loss of 
buying power since 2001 and thirteen years of inflation. 
This fee will allow ASI to fund many badly needed 
projects. 


*The fee will be adjusted to the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) every three years, effective 2017 giving ASI 
consistent buying power in spite of inflation. 


°The $16 fee increase will prevent further cuts in ASI 
programs and services, such as student organization 
‘grants, student travel funds, club sports funding, 
scholarships, childcare services, and recycling services. 


ARGUMENT AGAINST A FEE INCREASE 


*The $16 per semester fee increase is in addition to other 
fee increases such as the recent increase in the Student 
Excellence fee. 


*Every three years, subject to the approval of the Student 
Fee Advisory Committee, the fee will be adjusted to 
match the CPI without a vote of the student body. 


°The $16 per semester fee increase will be especially felt 
by students who are not on financial aid or scholarship 
programs. 


*Some students may not take advantage of the new 
programs and services. 


This notice is issued by the Student Fee Advisory Committee. 
California State University, Long Beach 
January 13, 2014 


SAMPLE BALLOT 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
LONG BEACH 


STUDENT FEE REFERENDUM 
SPRING 2014 


SHOULD THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 
INC. FEE BE INCREASED BY $16 PER 
SEMESTER ($12.:IN THE SUMMER) 
EFFECTIVE FALL 2014 TO SUPPORT 
ASI AND STUDENT PROGRAMMING? 
“THIS FEE WILL BE INDEXED TO THE 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (CPI) AND 
WILL BE ADJUSTED EVERY THREE 
YEARS WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE 
STUDENT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 


YES 
NO. 


| VOTE FOR THE INCREASE 
TOTHEASIFEE. = = 


INCREASE. 


END OF BALLOT 


SAMPLE BALLOT FOR DEMONSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. 
ONLINE FORMAT WILL DIFFER. 
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OUR VIEW: 


n the early hours of Jan. 19, 

a violent brawl involving as 

many as 15 people occurred 

outside of a Santa Ana night- 
club. 

Allegedly, the fight was sparked 
when 23-year-old Kim Pham walked 
into a group photo outside the club, ac- 
cording to the Los Angeles Times. 

During the brawl, Pham fell uncon- 
scious and was later pronounced brain 
dead at the hospital. She was pulled off 
of life support two days later. 

Following the brawl, a media circus 
broke out, speculating on the involve- 
ment of club bystanders and motives 
behind the lack of witnesses coming 
forward. 

The surveillance video of the 
altercation makes it hard to decipher 
who was involved and whether Pham 
threw the first punch. Although many 
bystanders were recording the incident 
on their cell phones, no one seemed to 
come to Pham’s aid as she was lying 
still on the ground. 

Two women are awaiting trial for 
their involvement in Pham’s death: 
25-year-old Vanesa Tapia Zavala and 
27-year-old Candace Marie Brito. Both 
are being charged with felony counts 
for murder and have pleaded not 
guilty. 

A third woman is being sought in 
connection with the incident. 

The surveillance video has been the 
only source of sufficient evidence thus 
far, as witnesses have told conflicting 
stories of the fight. Many bystanders 
have said that Pham threw the first 
punch, while others said that Pham 
was lying on the ground unconscious 
as a group of women continued to kick 
and pummel her. 

Media outlets have been following 
the story for more than a month, and the 
two suspects are making national head- 
lines. In our opinion, the media have 
been sensationalizing parts of the case. 

For example, the media covered 
Pham’s memorial service Tuesday, 
where hundreds gathered and shared 
sentiments with loved ones. Pham’s 
friends remembered her as a loving 
character who had a bright future, ac- 
cording to the LA Times. 

On the other side of the trial, 
however, the media has portrayed the 
two women facing prosecution in a 
different light. The only statements 
coming forward on Brito and Za- 
vala’s behalf are from their defense 


MEDIA IS 


attorneys. 

“Tt’s unfortunate somebody died as 
a result of it. She certainly didn’t de- 
serve it, but she certainly did her part 
in instigating it,” said Brito’s Defense 
Attorney Michael Molfetta, according 
to ABC News. 

The defense attorneys said that 
Brito and Zavala are being portrayed 
negatively by the press, in comparison 


with the media’s presentation of Pham. 


We are worried that such coverage has 
the potential to sway a jury’s opinion 
before the trial begins. 

“Ms. Pham has been annointed a 


www. Daily49er.com 


saint,” Molfetta said. “My client and 
Mr. Reed’s client have been vilified 
internationally, and that’s irresponsible 
and also wrong, and the evidence is 
going to bear that out.” 

The media speculation has left us 
confused. With so much left up in the 
air, it’s hard to make a clear distinction 
of who is at fault. 

But it appears the media are trying 
to make that distinction for us. 

Of course, Pham’s death shouldn’t 
be ignored, but we think the press 
might not be giving Brito and Zavala 
a fair chance before the case goes to 


court. 

With only Brito and Zavala’s 
defense attorneys making statements 
on their behalf, it’s hard to make a fair 
judgment on the case before it even 
makes it to trial. 

The press shouldn’t present any 
story with a persuasive slant, let alone 
a murder trial. A number of news 
outlets have presented this story with 
quotes from Pham’s loved ones, each 
one portraying Pham as an innocent, 
dearly missed victim. 

For Brito and Zavala, though, the 
media have presented no such quotes 


INOW 
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SWAYING PUBLIC IN PHAM CASE 


So what really 
appened was 


from their loved ones, who would most 
likely say something similar. Zavala is 
a mom, after all. 

Also, neither of these women has a 
criminal record, yet they already seem 
to be portrayed as criminals in articles 
and on TV. 

By focusing on Pham and providing 
little background information on Brito 
and Zavala, the public will likely pros- 
ecute these women prematurely. 

We choose not to be swayed one 
way or the other before the case makes 
it to court. We hope the jury will do 
the same. 
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U.S. should reconsider sending aid to the Egyptian military 


By Nick CHAVEZ 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


Last July, former Egyptian President Mohamed 
Morsi, the first democratically elected president 
in Egypt’s history, was forcefully removed from 
office. The military coup was spurred by his 
excessive support of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

Despite much of the public’s disapproval, 
the military took control of Egypt’s interim 
government, led by Interim President Adly 
Mansour. 

Since then, Egypt’s interim government has 
been violently cracking down on political op- 
position. According to the New York Times, this 
opposition has ranged from the Muslim Brother- 
hood to Morsi supporters upset by his removal 


and liberal dissenters who oppose the current 
military regime. 

The repression in Egypt dates back to August. 
According to BBC, on Aug. 14, the interim gov- 
ernment sent security forces to clear out camps 
of protesters holding sit-ins at Nahda Square 
and the Rabaa al-Adawiya Mosque in Cairo. 
The raids led to the deaths of approximately 
149 people, according to the Egyptian Health 
Ministry. 

A more recent example of the government’s 

brutality took place during a march on Jan. 
25. The march, conducted by anti-government 
protesters, ended in a violent clash with security 
officers after a car bomb went off. According to 
the Los Angeles Times, the resulting chaos led 
to the deaths of 49 people, adding to the already 
massive death toll of 1,400. 

The U.S. has officially spoken out against 


these horrible acts, stating that, “After the events 
of mid-August, the president said we could not 
continue business as usual with respect to our 


-assistance,” said Elizabeth A. Jones, the Acting 


Assistant Secretary of the Bureau of Near Eastern 
Affairs in an official statement. Yet, according 

to Al Jazeera, the U.S. has made no cuts to the 
$3.1 billion of annual foreign aid to the Egyptian 
military since July. 

Even though Washington is upset with Egypt 
and wants to put political pressure on the interim 
government, it also wishes to protect “U.S. 
interests.” These interests, according to the Oc- 
tober presentation to the House Foreign Affairs. 
Committee, include securing the Sinai borders, 
preventing the illicit transportation of weapons 
and countering terrorists that threaten other U.S. 
and Egyptian interests. 

This hypocrisy should not be tolerated 


by the American people. The U.S. cannot 
compromise its moral integrity while using 
taxpayer dollars to support a military that 
violates human rights. 

The U.S. does not need to completely pull 
out of Egypt. Rather than just wag its finger at 
Egypt, the U.S. can threaten to cut off all aid in 
order to motivate Egypt to become more humane 
in its dealing with government opposition. 

Egypt is in a very fragile state, and the 
military needs all the resources it can get. It is 
in no place to negotiate for aid and cannot afford 
to lose the billions of dollars the U.S. hands over 
annually. 

Egypt should have to become more tolerant 
in its treatment of peaceful protestors to gain 
that aid: Only then can the U.S. continue to 
protect its interests without compromising its 
integrity. 


Unemployment benefits bill leaves no good choices for Congress 


By JoANN Row 
Opinions Editor 


In December, some 1.3 million Americans 
lost their extended jobless benefits, according 
to the Los Angeles Times. 

Before 2014, federal government and state 
governments provided up to 26 weeks of unem- 
ployment benefits, paid from the payroll taxes 
of the employed. 

During the rise of the recession in June 
2008, Congress approved a 13-week extension 
to unemployment benefits, raising the unem- 
ployment benefits period to apwrariay of 99 
weeks in some states. = 

Since then, the unemployment benefits have 
decreased to 62 weeks in California and 43 to 
63 weeks in most other states. 


All unemployment benefits extension periods 


have expired throughout the U.S., dropping the 
benefits period to 26 weeks or fewer. 

The government is at a standstill on further 
unemployment benefit extensions, with Repub- 
licans opposing any increase and Democrats 
remaining steadfast in their push for another 
extension. 

- Obama is quickly moving towards imple- 
menting a temporary jobless benefits extension 
where the unemployed will receive benefits 
again for an undetermined amount of time. 

He called on members of Congress to make 
headway for the bill at the end of 2013. The 
$1-trillion spending bill is currently stalled in 
Congress. 

“It’s very disappointing that Republicans in the 
Senate chose to block action tonight on a com- 
promise solution to extend emergency unemploy- 
ment insurance for 1.3 million Americans who 


have been actively looking for a job and have now 
had this vital lifeline cut off,” the White House 
said in a statement a few weeks ago. 

Republicans justify their stance against the 
bill with three logical reasons: that the original 
unemployment benefits were intended to be 
temporary, adding another year of extended 
benefits will cost roughly $25 billion and add 
to the federal deficit, and that extended benefits 
are providing the unemployed with too large of 
a crutch. 

Proponents for the unemployment benefits 
extension, mostly Democrats, argue that 
although overall unemployment rates have 
decreased, longterm employment still looks 
grim, remaining at its peak of 2.6 percent, the 
same high as the previous recession at the end 
of World War II. 

Proponents also argue that unemployed 


- Americans are not taking advantage of the job- 


less benefits, saying there is discrimination in 
the workplace against those who have been out 
of work for a long time. 

Many hard-working, employed Americans 
stand firm against being taxed to assist the un- 
employed. An employed American might think, 
“Why am I paying for some lazy, unemployed 
stranger’s dinner?” 

Americans should work together to strength- 
en an economy rather than let those who are 
struggling fall into poverty. 

The conflict stems from whether aiding the 
unemployed is helping or harming the country 
overall. Seeing as how the federal deficit is at 
an all-time high, can we really afford to assist 
the unemployed for longer than 26 weeks? 

As more Americans are forced to live ina 
temporary work force, where the employed 
are quickly interchangeable, it is hard to find a 
solution when every choice leaves us at debt. 
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Although the members have 
grown separately, the band 
has a passion for music that 
never fails to unite. 


By Matt MUELLER 
Contributing Writer 


I stood near the front of the coffee- 
house, watching and waiting. Before 
too long, in walked two young men, hair 
slightly damp from the drizzle outside. 
After greeting Zach Mejia and Estevan 
Palomino, the songwriters and ostensi- 
bly the “faces” of the band Animalia, 
we found a small table nestled between 
three other groups in the back. Whether 
studying or just relaxing at the end of a 
day, they would all soon become wit- 
nesses to Animalia’s first interview. 


Animalia is a pretty unique, un- 
conventional name. What made you 
guys settle on it and have you changed 
it before? 


Estevan Palomino: Well, Zach and 
I were trying to start a band and every 
name we came up with was kind of a 
joke with an animal’s name in it— 

Zach Mejia: Well, we started with 
Zombie Pikachu, if that counts. Then 
Beetles to Bottlerockets. 

EP: Then after looking: at scientific 
names of animals, trying to find a cool 
one, we thought, “why not just call our- 
selves Animalia?” 


So what sort of music do you guys 
play? 


EP: The umbrella term I think would 
be alternative rock, but with each new 
song we do, we try and incorporate an- 
other genre. There are influences from 
every genre. 

ZM: I'd say we’re influenced by 
both surf and punk. With a bit of jazz 
in there. 

EP: Jazz? All right. 


What bands would you say are 
your biggest influences? 


for members of MOLAA and $9 __ 
for non-members. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF ANIMALIA 


From left to right: Local alternative rock band Animalia is comprised of CSULB students Estevan 
Palomino, Zach Mejia, Ashley Woody and Mauricio Prado. 


EP: Pixies, definitely. The thing is, 
we both have different influences and 
that’s what makes it interesting. 

ZM: Yeah, like I’d say Kanye West. 

EP: I listen to the Arctic Monkeys 
a lot, some psychobilly music, which 
comes out every now and then. 


When did you form the band? 
What inspired you to make music to- 
gether? 


EP: It’s complicated. So basically 
what happened was, in high school 
Zach made these recordings and sent 
them to people on Facebook. Mostly as 
a joke, it was just him singing songs. 

ZM: Just individual songs I wrote on 
the spot. 

EP: A lot of them were just covers, 
but one of them was “Barbershops,” 
which turned out to be our first song. 
Then we got together and started 
working on it. It was my first guitar 
solo. I was a drummer [originally] but 
I picked up guitar because one of my 
ex-girlfriends left hers at my house so 
I just started learning how to play it. 
So after I learned how to play guitar, 
we started making some music to- 


gether. When college came, he went to 
Long Beach and I went to PCC (Pasa- 
dena City College) and it died out for 
a while. Then in 2012 we recorded our 
first album. 

EP: In 2010 we 
made our first EP, 
but no one has it. We 
have it and that’s it. 


If people know our 
music and actually 
know our songs, 
that’s success 


Do you have a re- 
cord label? 


EP: No, we’re self- 


EP: We do everything in Long Beach 
and L.A. Nothing in between. In Long 
Beach, it’s just been stuff on campus. 
For L.A., we’ve done Lot 1 Café, Cobalt 
Café out in North- 
ridge. We’ve done a 
bunch of house gigs, 
party gigs. We're 
going to be doing a 
show at the Whiskey 
a-Go-Go on Sunset 
in West Hollywood. 
It’s going to be our 


produced. The first most _ high-profile 
EP ... was produced enough. show. 
by Zach, and mixed 
by Zach.Idon’tknow —Estevan Palo- And what’s the 
z you can call it pro- mino, guitar and date? 

uced... 

ZM: The arc of vocals. ZM: February 
our production was 20th. 


just us in my garage using a single mi- 
crophone to record everything, then our 
friend Stevie, who wants to be an audio 
production big-shot, had a mini-studio 
in his room. We used pretty much ev- 
erything there. 


Where have you performed? Any 
upcoming shows? 


What are some notable venues? 


EP: Oh God, okay. My least favor- 
ite—it wasn’t even a venue—it was a 
backyard gig we played in, in an incom- 
plete tool shed. 

ZM: | thought it was fun. 


Courtesy OF ANIMALIA 


Do you have a set playlist or is it 
more spontaneous? 


ZM: We have enough songs now to 
fill up an hour, so we can pick and choose 
between the ones we want to play. Some 
standard ones are Catmandeu, Red Rock 
and the Arachnid, Surf Song for the End 
of the World, and Tijuana Bible. My least 
favorite song is Moda. 


What are rehearsals generally 
like? Any set times or more spur-of- 
the-moment? 


EP: More like, “Oh s***, we have a 
gig. We should probably practice.” 


And the other two are okay with 
the short notice? 


ZM: Yeah, we usually give them the 
songs when we’re done writing them 
and they learn them on their own. Then 
we practice as a band, and we’re usu- 
ally able to pull everything together 
within a few practices. 

EP: That’s one thing we’re awful at: 
if we don’t have a gig, we don’t practice 
together. 


What’s your ultimate direction for 
this band? Any ideas of fame or for- 
tune? 


EP: We both know that there’s a low 
probability for that. We just like writing 
our music and yeah, we both like the 
idea of having.our own small follow- 
ing. If people know our music and actu- 
ally know our songs, then that’s success 
enough. Playing the Whiskey right now 
is the peak, the most we’ve done and 
even that feels awesome. I thought we’d 
just play house gigs and cafes. 


Any last words? 


EP: We’re working on new stuff. 
We’re almost done with this really 
small EP, too. And ideally, there’ll be 
an album out by the tail end of summer. 


Animalia’s first album is entitled 
Catmandeu and can be found on Band- 
camp for five dollars. You can also find 
them on Facebook at https://www. 
facebook.com/AnimaliaMusic. 
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more active as a scorer. He made a 
pair of 3-pointers over the final 1:13 
to bring the Titans within striking 
distance at 38-26 at halftime. 

Even with a 12-point lead, Mon- 
son said he didn’t feel great about 
the first half and thought the 49ers 
weren't playing good enough de- 
fense on Harris and Williams. 

“You're not going to stop two 
players that good, but you can’t 
let them get [21 of the Titans’ 26 
points] in the first half,’ he said. 

The second half went much bet- 
ter for the 49ers in that respect, as 
they held Harris to just three points. 
Williams got 10, but LBSU still 
held a comfortable lead despite see- 
ing the quality of play of both teams 
deteriorate for a period in the sec- 
ond half. 

“That’s the next step for us, is 
to be able to put someone away,” 
Monson said. “We haven’t had a 
lot of opportunities to do that this 
year.” 

Caffey had 23 points to lead 
the 49ers, and Tyler Lamb added 
18. LBSU shot 55.1 percent for 
the game, which proved to be 
a significant advantage over a 
CSUF team that struggled with 
shooting all night. The Titans 
shot 22.9 percent in the first half 
and at one point had as many air- 
balls as assists. 

It'“was a: successful. weekend 
overall for the ‘Niners, who also 
managed to steal a win in a high- 
scoring game at Hawaii on Thurs- 
day. Despite having a game plan 
that revolved around defense, 
LBSU had to rely.on career-high 


point totals: from :Caffey:i(whoeon: 


scored 29) and:A.J. Spencer (24) to 
get.a 92-83 win. 

“In that game, our plan was’ to 
slow them down and everything, 
but it became a high-scoring game,” 
Lamb said. “We had guys like A.J. 
Spencer step up, and our bench re- 
ally played well. When we’re feel- 
ing it like that, it’s going to be hard 
for teams to stop us.” 
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Jade Wilson (5) plays defense during Thursday's win. Wilson finished with a double-double. 
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the rest of the first half. She played a 
key role in the second half, though, reg- 
istering 15 points and keeping the fouls 
to a minimum. 

“{Benton] didn’t allow her foul trou- 
ble to take her out of the game,” head 
coach Jody Wynn said. “She doesn’t 
get rattled by a lot. And she’s low main- 
tenance, no drama. We never had any 
issues of selfishness or an issue of her 
teammates not liking her because she’s 
a freshman.” 

Wilson took advantage of the Jack- 

son-less Rainbow Wahine in the first 
half, going 4-for-5 down low. 
‘ooPhe senior from.,Tempe, Aviz.; put 
The Béach omits back in the-séeond 
half again and finished the game play- 
ing 39 minutes, which was necessary 
given just eight bodies and Alex San- 
chez still nursing an injury. 

“Tt’s nice to see the smile on her face 
and know that the extra work she puts 
in,’ Wynn said. “She shoots tons of free 


throws. She knows it’s her big weakness. . 


She came back in shape and stronger 


this year. For her to play with confidence 

and see it all come together was beauti- 

ful. She earned every point tonight.” 

If it wasn’t for the 11 turnovers 
and 7-for-13 shooting from the char- 
ity stripe in the first half, the 49ers 
would have been on the other end of 
the Perry Moore scoreboard, as they 
shot;48 percent compared to Hawaii’s 
40.6 percent. 

Jackson picked up two more fouls 
and was forced to the sideline once 
again, but this time it was just 1:52 into 
the second half, and she didn’t return 
until the final minutes. 

“T think we went at her offensively,” 
Wynn said. “We got Jade [Wilson] the 
ball. We got her the ball early and of- 
ten. And Kamilah [Jackson]. picked 

“<up-a coupte ‘fouls trying to guard, Jade, 
= ~Witson}“arid that kind of took her out 
of her game, our team defense and the 
fact that Jade [Wilson] didn’t shy away 
from attacking the rim.” 

In a game in which it was hard to 
establish a run with 59 free throws at- 
tempted, the game never saw a double 
digit lead. 

After LBSU held a lead for much of 
the final few minutes, the Rainbow Wa- 


hine nailed consecutive treys to take a 
67-66 lead with 2:36 left in regulation. 

Wilson continued to play her best 
game of the season and took the lead 
ona layup that gave the 49ers the lead 
for good. The 49ers made their free 
throws when they needed to, going 
6-for-6 in the final minute. 

Two days later, the 49ers took the 
short drive to Fullerton and improved 
to 12-9 overall and 4-3 in the Big West 
with an 83-64 win at the Titan Gym. 

After a back-and-forth first half, 
the 49ers sparked a 24-2 run in the 
final eight minutes of the first half. 

The Beach continued to play well 
in the second half with a 17-8 run that 
made it 57-38 with 13:57 to play. The 
49ers wouldn’t have a lead less than 
12 the rest of the game. Se CTITS’, 

Junior Hallie Meneses led the way 
with 18 points and a career-high nine 
assists and no turnovers. Freshman 
Jewelyn Sawyer stepped up in the ab- 
sence of Alex Sanchez and recorded 
her first double-double with 10 points 
and 11 boards. 

LBSU heads to UC Irvine on Thurs- 
day before returning to the Pyramid on 
Saturday to host UC Riverside. 
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the seesaw battle at 27-25. 

A determined LBSU team showed 
up in the third set as it took an early 
11-2 advantage with Connor Olbright’s 
consistency at the line and Jeff Ornee 
and Taylor Crabb’s control at the net. 
The Cardinal couldn’t get closer than 
within six points of the 49ers through- 
out the set, allowing them to snatch 
a comeback after ending the score at 
25-18. 

The 49ers repeated their success as 
they ended the fourth set also at 25-18. 

Both teams went neck and neck dur- 
ing the decisive fifth set, as there were 
10 tie scores and three lead changes. 
Neither team led by more than one point 
until Taylor Crabb scored four straight 
points to give the 49ers the upper hand 
at 14-10. An Ornee kill ended the match 
at 15-11. 

Crabb’s match and career-high 29 
kills were the most of any MPSF player 
this season. He added 12 digs for his 
second straight double-double and hit 
324. 

Ian Satterfield contributed 13 kills 
and nine digs while Andrew Sato racked 
up 13 digs. 

Olbright also snatched his second 
consecutive double-double with 52 as- 
sists and a career-high 17 digs. 

The 49ers carried their success and 
boost in confidence over to the follow- 
ing night at Pacific (1-8, 0-5 MPSF), 
where they swept the Tigers in three 
sets, handing them their eighth consecu- 
tive loss of the season. 

Satterfield performed almost flaw- 
lessly with 13 kills and zero errors, 
hitting a match-high .565. The Tigers 
were led by Thomas Hodges, who had 
11 kills. 

_ Phe 49ers.will-enjoy-and use a-week 
off. from; MPSF. games, to continue 
working. 

“We're still learning how to sustain 
the high energy throughout the match 
and not have to wait for a surge to get us 
going,” Knipe said. “It’s still early in the 
season, so hopefully we'll get to where 
we need to be later.” 

LBSU’s next match won’t be until 
Feb. 12 at UCLA. 
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Tyler Lamb (1) dribbles the ball down the court during Long Beach State’s 75-56 win over Cal State Fullerton on Saturday. 


49ers take down Hawaii, Cal State Fullerton 


The men’s basketball 
team climbs to first 
place in the Big West 
with a pair of wins. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s basket- 
ball team ended a long weekend in the 
best way it could: with a win over Cal 
State Fullerton. 

The 49ers took down their rivals 
Saturday, winning 75-56 in front of 
3,762 fans on blackout night. 

Playing before an amped up student 
section dressed in blackout night tux- 
edo T-shirts, the 49ers (9-12, 5-2 Big 
West Conference) took a commanding 
lead early and never gave it up. Head 
coach Dan Monson said the crowd was 
a definite factor in the team’s fourth 
straight win, which launched them into 
a tie for first in the Big West standings. 

“The crowd definitely gave us a 
boost,” he said. : 

Despite dealing with flight delays 
in Hawaii and not getting back to 
Long Beach until less than 24 hours 
before tip-off, the 49ers came out 


CSUF’s Alex Harris.attemps a free throw as the Maniacs section 
tries to distract him. Harris scored. 12 of the Titans’ first 14 points. 


with a bounce in their step and took 
a 12-3 lead over the first six minutes. 
As the half went on, the Titans looked 
more and more like a one-man team, 
as guard Alex Harris scored 12 of 
CSUF’s first 14 points. 

Armed with a comfortable lead, 
LBSU was able to get a little fancy on 
offense and make a play worthy of the 
Sportscenter top 10. 

Coming off of a missed layup by 
Harris, 49ers guard Mike Caffey drib- 


bled down the right side of the court 
on a fastbreak. At about the 3-point 
line, he threw up a lob at the left side 
of the backboard, where Dan Jennings 
caught it and threw it down for a text- 
book alley-oop. 

The momentum created by the 
play deteriorated at the end of the 
half, though, as the Titan’s other star 
guard, Michael Williams, became 


See Men, Page 7 


The 49er women win a 
close game against the 
Wahine before blowing 
out the Titans. 


By MIcHAEL Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball team got back on the winning 
track by taking down the Big West’s 
top-ranked Hawaii in a 74-72 game that 
was close throughout. 

The Beach got things started off how 
it had hoped, with good post defense 
and constant commotion down low. Se- 
nior Jade Wilson, who set a career-high 
24 points and 10 boards, played a key 
role in the paint production as the 49ers 
didn’t rely on their outside shots. 

The 49ers frustrated Hawaii senior star 
forward Kamilah Jackson and was able to 
hand her an early exit with two quick fouls 
in the first six minutes of the first half. 

An earlier exit was made by LBSU 
freshman and the 49ers’ scoring leader, 
Raven Benton, who picked up two fouls 
in as many minutes and didn’t play the 


See Women, Page 7 


Men’s Basketball 

THURSDAY 

Long Beach State 92 
Hawaii 83 
SATURDAY 

Cal State Fullerton 56 
Long Beach State 75 
Women’s Basketball 
THURSDAY 

Hawaii YP 
Long Beach State 74 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 83 
Cal State Fullerton 64 
Men’s Volleyball 

THURSDAY 

Long Beach State 3 
Stanford 2 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 3 
Pacific 0 
Women’s Tennis 

SUNDAY 

Cal State Fullerton 1 
Long Beach State 

Women’s Water Polo 

SUNDAY 

San Diego State 5 
Long Beach State 4 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 
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www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


Men’s volleyball team comes back to beat Stanford, sweeps Pacific 


Taylor Crabb has a 
career night against 
Stanford with 29 kills. 


By ANITA WANG 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State men’s volley- 
ball team extended its. winning streak 
the three games as it returned home 
from Northern California with victories 
at Stanford (17-25, 25-27, 25-18, 25-18 


and 15-11) and Pacific (25-22, 25-12 and 
25-16). : 

Before the team hit the road, head 
coach Alan Knipe expressed confidence 
and faith in his players to continue im- 
proving to play well. Although Knipe 
said he knew this weekend’s perfor- 
mance wasn’t his team’s best, he came 
home satisfied with the results. 

“As happy as I am that they showed 
a lot of character and resilience against 
Stanford, I wasn’t too excited by the 
way we played the beginning of the 
match,” Knipe said. “But after finish- 
ing with execution and composure, we 
got on the bus to Pacific and closed out 
in three, so it’s a great way to end the 


weekend.” 

At Stanford, LBSU (6-3, 5-3 Moun- 
tain Pacific Sports Federation) trailed 
the entire first set, following behind 
with no less than four points to give the 
Cardinal a quick 25-17 win. 

Resilience was shown in the second 
set as the 49ers allowed_14 tie scores 
and six lead changes. They captured 


the biggest lead of the frame at 13-16, 


but after a Cardinal (5-4, 2-4 MPSF) 
kill tied it up for the sixth time at 20- 
20, neither team went up by more than 
one. The 49ers survived three set-points 
until two straight Cardinal kills ended 
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Taylor Crabb attempts 
a kill during a game 
against Southern 
California on Jan. 22. 
Crabb had a season- 
high 29 kills on Friday 
at Stanford. 
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